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In the news 


E George Gulla, chief of 
security at a Miami Chris- 
tian school, said he’d rather 
be prepared for a shooting 
than say, “Wow, I wish we 
would’ve done that,” after 
the school’s website offered 
for sale $120 bullet-resistant 
panels that can be slipped 
into student backpacks. 


E Laurel Scott, a Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police 
corporal, said officers called 
to the scene of a car-truck 
wreck south of Edmonton, 
Alberta, arrested the car’s 
five passengers, who were 
naked, in what investigators 
described as a “purposeful 
collision.” 


E Justine Olesky, 33, fac- 
es a child-abuse charge af- 
ter putting her 3-year-old 
daughter in the front seat 
of a car with no restraints, 
chasing her boyfriend at 
high speeds in Pinellas 
County, Fla., and then slam- 
ming on the brakes, sending 
the child headfirst into the 
windshield, deputies said. 


E Kim Davis, the Rowan 
County, Ky., clerk jailed in 
2015 for refusing to issue 
marriage licenses to same- 
sex couples, who switched 
parties to become a Repub- 
lican after the controversy 
arose, will run for re-elec- 
tion in 2018. 


H Jaren Stewart, vice pres- 
ident of Clemson Universi- 
ty’s student government, 
narrowly avoided impeach- 
ment after an ll-hour trial 
on misconduct allegations 
that arose after he and about 
a dozen students remained 
seated during the Pledge of 
Allegiance at a meeting. 


E Larry Cohen, the park- 
ing authority chief in Lan- 
caster, Pa., said more than 
9,000 parking tickets written 
from January to April worth 
about $250,000 are expect- 
ed to go unpaid because of 
computer delays that ren- 
dered them unenforceable. 


E Mary Schafer, a paint- 
ing conservator at the Nel- 
son-Atkins Museum of Art 
in Kansas City, Mo., discov- 
ered a small grasshopper 
embedded in the thick paint 
of a work titled Olive Trees, 
done by Vincent van Gogh, 
who was known for painting 
outdoors. 


E Danielle Denis, cham- 
ber of commerce president 
in Skowhegan, Maine, said a 
now canceled holiday pro- 
motion called “Hunt for the 
Indian” came “from a place 
of good intents,” after the 
chamber apologized when 
residents lambasted the pro- 
motion on social media as 
racially insensitive. 

E Rob Freierson, founder 
of an Atlanta-based com- 
pany that helps maintain 
school websites, said hack- 
ers temporarily redirected 
people looking at hundreds 
of school Web pages in four 
states to an online Islamic 
State recruitment or support 
video. 


WEATHER 


LITTLE ROCK 
Today Mostly cloudy with 
isolated showers. 


High 52, light Ra " 


northeast 
winds. 
Tonight Partly 
cloudy and 
cold. 
Low 42. 
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AP/ANDREW HARNIK 


President Donald Trump, with his wife, Melania, watching, burns 
incense today at the South Korean National Cemetery in Seoul 
after a speech in which he warned North Korea, “do not try us.” 


Trump says in Korea 
North’s path perilous 


Fog forces president to cancel DMZ visit 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 


SEOUL, South Korea — In 
a striking shift of tone, Presi- 
dent Donald Trump stood on 
South Korean soil Tuesday 
and urged North Korea to 
come to the negotiating table. 

Today, however, he re- 
turned to sharp warnings, 
saying the weapons North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un 


is acquiring “are not making 
you safer. They are putting 
your regime in grave danger.” 
In a speech delivered 
hours after he aborted a visit 
to the heavily fortified Ko- 
rean demilitarized zone be- 
cause of bad weather, Trump 
called on all nations to join 
forces “to isolate the brutal 
regime of North Korea — to 
deny it any form of support, 
supply, or acceptance.” 


“Today, I hope I speak 
not only for our countries, 
but for all civilized nations, 
when I say to the North: Do 
not underestimate us. And 
do not try us,” he told South 
Korean lawmakers in the 
National Assembly. “We will 
defend our common securi- 
ty, our shared prosperity, and 
our sacred liberty.” 

Trump had been sched- 

See TRUMP, Page 8A 


A church door scarred 


AP/DAVID J. PHILLIP 


Markers show where bullets were fired into the door at First Baptist Church in Sutherland 
Springs, Texas, as a law enforcement officer walks out the door Tuesday. As the investigation 
continues into the massacre of 26 people at the church, officials said the gunman, Devin Patrick 
Kelley, briefly escaped from a New Mexico mental health center in 2012 and threatened his 
superiors at a military base after getting into trouble for taking guns onto the base. Article, 4A 


Records reveal 
offshore moves 
of ultrawealthy 


Unaware of tie to accused 
lender, LR’s Stephens says 


SCOTT SHANE, 
SPENCER WOODMAN 
AND MICHAEL FORSYTHE 
THE NEW YORK TIMES 

James Simons, a math- 
ematician and hedge fund 
operator from Boston now 
approaching 80, is a big 
Democratic donor. Warren 
Stephens, 60, inherited the 
family investment bank in 
Little Rock and became a 
booster of conservative Re- 
publicans. 

Simons and Stephens are 
both billionaires who have 
used the services of offshore 
finance, the trusts and shell 
companies that the world’s 
wealthiest people use to 
park their money beyond the 
reach of tax collectors and 
out of the public eye. 

Simons was the main ben- 
eficiary of a private trust, 


bi 


os 5 
Stephens 


KI 


Simons 


never previously described, 
that was one of the largest 
in the world. In response to 
recent questions about the 
trust, Simons said that he 
had transferred his share to 
a Bermuda-registered chari- 
table foundation. 

Stephens used an opaque 
holding company to own an 
approximately 40 percent 
stake in a loan business ac- 
cused by the federal Con- 


See OFFSHORE, Page 7A 


State consultant to sift 
sales-tax exemptions 


MICHAEL R. WICKLINE 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 
The Legislature’s tax 
overhaul task force wants 
its consultant to determine 
which of the state’s sales- 
tax exemptions — together 
worth more than $1 billion 
— should be reviewed to see 
which to keep and which to 
ditch, a co-chairman, Sen. 
Jim Hendren, said Tuesday. 
The directive by Hen- 
dren, a Republican from 
Sulphur Springs, to Philadel- 
phia-based PFM Consulting 
Group came after its director, 
Randall Bauer, presented a 


report to the task force with 
7-year-old state estimates of 
the financial impact of the 
exemptions. 

More than 100 sales-tax 
exemptions reduced revenue 
by $1.4 billion in fiscal 2011, 
says the report, citing esti- 
mates from the state Depart- 
ment of Finance and Admin- 
istration. The department is 
updating its numbers, said 
Walter Anger, a deputy di- 
rector of the department and 
the state’s revenue commis- 
sioner. The state is now in 
fiscal 2018. 

See EXEMPT, Page 3A 


AP/JACQUELYN MARTIN 


Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin brushed aside ques- 
tions Tuesday about whether a 
tax bill without a repeal of the in- 
dividual mandate for health care 
insurance would be acceptable. 


Panel’s Democrats 
lose on tax breaks 


GOP bill ends state, local deductions 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 


WASHINGTON — The 
Republican-led House Ways 
and Means Committee has 
beaten back Democratic ef- 
forts to keep the tax deduc- 
tion for people paying state 
and local levies. 

The panel voted 23-16 on 
party lines to reject the Dem- 
ocrats’ amendments. They 
sought to restore the federal 
deduction for state and local 


income taxes that would be 
eliminated by the Republican 
legislation and to remove the 
$10,000 cap on the deduction 
for state and local property 
taxes. 

The restrictions on the 
state and local deductions 
in the GOP tax plan have an- 
gered Republican lawmakers 
from high-tax states like New 
York and New Jersey. 

Another Democratic 
amendment that would have 

See TAX BREAKS, Page 3A 


Justices halt 


execution set 
for Thursday 


JOHN MORITZ 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 
The execution of Ar- 
kansas’ oldest death-row 
inmate, set for Thursday 
night, was stayed by the 
Arkansas Supreme Court 
on Tuesday so that Jack 
Greene’s attorneys can con- 
tinue their appeal for a new 
mental-health evaluation. 
Attorney General Leslie 
Rutledge decided against 
appealing the outcome to 
the U.S. Supreme Court or 
asking the Arkansas justices 
to reconsider, a spokesman 
said, in effect quashing the 
chance the execution would 
be carried out as planned. 
“We will proceed with 
addressing the merits of 
See STAY, Page 5A 


Two states choose governors 


SN 
AP/ALEX BRANDON 


Kyler Smith, 2, waits as his mother, Karina, casts her vote Tuesday in Alexandria, Va., for Republican 
gubnernatorial candidate Ed Gillespie, who wound up losing to Democratic Lt. Gov. Ralph Northam. 
In New Jersey, Democratic candidate Phil Murphy defeated Republican Lt. Gov. Kim Guadagno. The 


races were seen as an early referendum on President Donald Trump’s first year in office. 


Article, 2A 


Clintons’ LR 
talk to fill up 
venue’s seats 


FRANK E. LOCKWOOD 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

The largest crowd in 
the history of the Clinton 
School of Public Service 
will gather in Little Rock’s 
Statehouse Convention 
Center later this month to 
hear from former President 
Bill Clinton and his wife, 
former Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton. 

“Tt’s a sellout,” Clinton 
School Dean Skip Ruther- 
ford said Tuesday, less than 
a week after the event was 
announced. 

So far, 3,200 people 
have been promised seats. 
Another 1,000 have been 
placed on a waiting list. 

And the phone won’t 

See CLINTON, Page 5A 


